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NN HR O' the great Mercy of GOD 


Bf NA toward me, I am now recovered from 


s a dangerous Difltemper ; I drew near 
& > M to the Grave; dark and gloomy 
Shades began to ſtretch themſelves over me, and 
to compaſs me around; and J receiutd within 
myſelf the Sentence of Death—But behold ! GOD 
hath turn'd again my Captivity ; HE hath vai’ 
me as from the Dead; HE hath cauſed the Light 
of Life again to ſhine -upon me; and hath 


brought me, as it were, a-new into the Land of 


the Living. What now becomes me upon ſuch. 


an Occaſion ? It is ſurely mot fit that I ſhould 


take this jir/? Opportunity of Retiring by myſelf, 
of Bowing down, and Adoring my ALMIGHTY 
DELIVERER; and of making my mo/? humble. 

and moſt thankful Acknowledgments at the Throne 


of his Grace, It moſt highly becomes me thus 


to dedicate the Fir/t Fruits of this new Life he 
„„ e 
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has given me to his Honour and Worſhip ; and to 
ſpend, at leaſt, this ene Hour in ſerious and de- 


vout Reflections ſuitable to my preſent Caſe. 


- 


In 65 ff Thing 1 have to de on this Gager, : 

is to endeavour to e my Mind with a very 
clear and lively Senſe of the CONCERN which GOD 
has in the Affair of our SICKNESS or HEALTH, of 
eur LITE or DEATH : To be fully perſuaded 


that our Times are in His Hands®; and that HE 
either ſhortens or prolongs them; caſts down 
or raies. up according to hs Pleaſare ; and that 
D:/tempers come upon us, or forſake us only at 


His Permiſſion or Command. See now that I, 
_ even I am HE, and there is NO GOD with me; 1 
Lill, and I make alive ; I wound and I heal: Nei- 


ther 3 is there any that can deliver out of ny Hand b. 


T H1s Senſe of G O D's immediate Agency 


and Concern in my late Sickneſs and Recovery, 


is to be laid down as the Foundation upon which 
my pious and devout Reflections are entirely to 
reſt; let me be careful then to lay well : Let 


me very attentively remember, that one of his 


glorious Titles is GOD who quickencth 4 


| Things*; and that In and By Him all live, and 
move, and have their Beings! —T hat'tis only by his 


ever-preſent INFLUENCE and OPERATION that 
the Seaſons change, the Clouds move, the Rains 
fall, and the Flowers grow: That HE is THE 
Lire of the UNIVERSE ; ; from Ron; all its 


a Pal, "+> OFT PRO. Deut. xxxii. 39. 
© 1 "Tim, vi. E3s « Aft xvii. 28. 


Motions 


Rees from Sickneſe. 6 


| Motions and Parts originally ſprang ; by a0 hem, 


they are all continually directed and preſerv'd ; 
and without whim, not a Sparrow falls to the | 
Ground e. This Sickneſs therefore could never 
have ſeized, and brought me ſo low, had not 


GOD given leave ; and having ſeized, would 


never have /ef? me, 'till it had lain me in the 


Duſt, had not G OD checked its Power, and 


ſaid, y 7 to and no further.— 

M » Pulſe now beats; and my Blood flows re- 
£ularly thro' all its infinitely fine and numberleſs 
Canals, which lately was all rufled, tumultuous, 
and diſturbed. The Springs of Life which 
ſeem'd broken, are afreſh ſtrengthen'd and wound 


up: All the Movements and Parts of this my 


wondrous Frame are reſtored to their proper Or- 


der, and keep their appointed Courſe. But— 


Wo is zt preſides over, directs and preſerves all 


theſe infinitely various Motions and Springs upon 
which my Health and Vigour depend? * Tis not I 


MY SELF. I am conſcious of no Share, nor imme- 


diate Concern therein: No; 'tis ſome nvi/ible, 


_ almighty, ever-preſent POWER, in whom 1 


live and move: Tis GOD, the Pruntain of 
Life. If HE hideth his Face, I am troubled ; if 


He ſuſpendeth his Influence, I languiſh ; andf 
File taletb away my Breath, I die t. Of Hin, 
| end through Him, and 1 HIM are all Things? 


Zo HIN therefore be all 2 and age; and 
Pretje. | 


* Matt. x. 29, f P/ civ. 29. 
S Rom. x. 30. | | 


„%% TTT 


that nothing comes by C 
my late Sickneſs, nor Recovery, are principally to 


Lan. ili. 33. 3 1 Per. i. 6. k Heb. xii. 10. 
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Havinc thus clearly ſettled it in my Mind, 
Lins ; and that neither 


be aſcribed to any, what are commonly call'd 
Accidents, nor yet to any Mill or Power of Man ; 


but to the Alwiſe Permiſſiun, or Power of GOD; 


J am next to ſettle it as a Point equally clear — 


That an alwiſe and good GoD would never have 


ſent this Aftlifion upon me, but for ſome gracious 
and kind Deſign ; intending My G. 


HE never affifts willingly b: Nor brings us 
into Heavineſs, but when *tis needful for us i. 


And when the , FATHER of our Spirits 
Jays any Corrections on us, 'tis not for his own 
Pleaſure, but only for our Profit, that we may 
le made Partakers of his Holineſs *. Both Reve- 
rence then to the Almighty SOVEREIGN, and a 


Regard to my own Happineſs, oblige me with 
great Humility and Attention toenquire-- WHAT 


the wiſe and kind Deſign of Divine Providence 
might be in this Viſitation ? Was it, 


I. For the Tryal of my Virtues ® To prove 


my Faith in Gop; my Hope in 7% Chrift ; 


my Patience and Chriſtian Fortitude ; my Mor- 


tification to the preſent World; and my Victory 


over Death! Was it to give me an Opportu- 
nity of exerciſing and fhewing forth theſe worthy 


Diſp:fitzons, and this right Temper of Soul, by 
which GOD is glorified, and our Chriſtian Pro- 


eon is honoured and adorned ? — If this was 
the Deſign of Heaven: How was it anſwered by 


me? 


that ſubſtantial and everlaſting 
_ Gop that cannot the has promiſed, and which. 
_ CrrIsT has purchaſed for all good Men be- 
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me? How, my Soul, didſt thou behave : meek 
and reſigned under the divine Stroke ; or elſe 


fretful and impatient ? Eaſy and compoſed; or 


tumultuous and diſturbed ? Didſt thou cling faſt 
to the preſent Morld, as one going to lofe his 


Portion, his Happineſs his ALL ; and look for- 


ward to the future World with Horror and Re- 
luétance, as one who had no Intereſt, no Ac- 
quaintance, nor Treaſure there—? Or, did this: 


| Viſitation find thee in ſome good meaſure dead 
to the Things of this mortal State? So indiffe- 


rent to the Pleaſures and Poſſeſſions of the Body, 
and of this animal Life ; and 1 perſuaded of 
ppineſs, which 


yond the Grave, that thou were't content, and' 
even willing, if Providence ſo required, now to 
drop the Body, and to quit the preſent World, 
that being ab/ent from theſe, thou mighteſt be 


preſent with the Lenp— | 


As to this Matter, Regard deed is to be 
had to the natural Conſtitution and Tempera- 


ment of the Body; and to the 4nd of Sas 


by which we are viſited. Some are even by N, Va- 


ture bold and intrepid; whilſt others are timo- 


rous, doubting, and gloomy. Some kind 


© Diſtempers alſo throw a Stupor and Numbneſs;, 


others a Languor and Zowneſs upon the Spirits; 
and others again hurry them into Tumult and 


Confuſim, Now when the Organs of the Body 
are thus unhinged and diſturbed, the Soul can- 
not exert the Virtue and Perce, the pious and 


good Aſections, of which 'tis really poſſeſſed. 
To (ia alſo may be ge that the Powers of 
Dar- 
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7 Darkneſs are ſometimes, on ſuch Occaſions, per- 
| mitted to aſſault us in an extraordinary Manner. 
Thus they did our LoxD himſelf, when Death 
advanced towards him; they had Liberty to 

ſpread ſuch Horror and Darkneſs over his Mind, 

as made it exceeding ſorrowful even unto Death ; 
yea, as threw him into an Agony, cauſing him 
to ſweat as it were great Drops of Blood m: and 


2s forced him to groan in Spirit, as one forſaken 
of Gon ",—Great Allowance therefore is to be 


made for the Dejections and Fears which even 
good Perſons ſometimes manifeſt at the apprehend- 
ed Approach of Death. However, as the Chri- 

ian Principles and Doctrine when thoroughly re- 
ceived, and wrought into the Heart, will gene- 
rally relieve this Weakneſs of Nature; and the 

Power of Faith will ſuppreſs the tormenting and 
flaviſh Fears of Death; it may generally be im- 
 puted to us as our Fault and Neglect, for which 


we ought to be ſorry and . before Gop, 


when our Fears get head and prevail over our 
0 Fall. 

0 GO D who knoweſt my Weakneſs : who 
Þ ſaweſt the unworthy . Diffidence and Reluctance 
of my Heart: how faſt it clung to this World: 
© how little Inclination or Deſire it ſhew'd to go 
A up to thy SACRED PRESENCE, where is Fulne/s 
% Foy; and to thoſe Manſions of Bliſs, which 
Ixsus my Saviour has prepared for his Servants, 
and where he now dwells ; and to the glorious 


0 Company of Angels, and the "Bporits of the 
ON Matt. xavi, 33, m Luke xxii. . n Mark ; 


**. 3+: 2 
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__ © Yuyft ſurrounding thy Throne—Who ſaweſts. 
© how ſtrong were my Fears; how languid my 
Hopes; how feeble my Faith; how faint my 
_ © Courage; and how ſhamefully prevalent my 
Attachment to this Body, and to this World 
of Senjſe—Oh ! pity and pardon this weak, this 
unbeceming Behaviour of thy Servant, and lay' 
it not to my charge.—For any Calmneſs and 

Foritude with which I was enabled to view* 

approaching Death; and for any Patience and 
Refſjgnatim with which I behaved in theſe” 
Scenes of Affliction through which I have now” 
paſſed ; I glorify and praiſe the Eternal Fa- 
THER of Lights, from whom alone every good. 
and perfect Gift comes: And JI magnify and 
bleſs my mot gracious HIOH PRIEST and INx- 


9 K 4 „ 4 4 „ „ „ 


& a tender Senſe of all our Infirmities, and has: 
« ſent down his Angel, yea, his Holy SPIRIT: 
© the Comforter, to ſtrengthen and bear me 
Cup,” Or, % ũ aye 
2. Tris Sickneſs was, perhaps, ſent to a- 
 wvaken me from ſome dangerous and ſinful Secu- 
rity into which I was fallen To rouſe me to a 
due Concern about the State of my Sod — To 
make me turn my Eyes imward; and ſeriouſly 
_ enquire upon what Terms I ſtand with regard to 
Gop, to Chri/t, and the future eternal World _ 
Fo ſtop my fooliſh Career in purſuit of earthly 
Things, by ſhewing me in this clear Light, their 
extreme Vanity and Emptineſo— To give me 4 
more affecting Senſe of that :nv1/tble and everlaſt- 
ing World, upon the Brink of which I ſtand, 
and into which I muſt quickly paſs; and to call 
upon me to make more ſerious Preparation for 
: | „„ 1 


T ERCESSOR i Heaven; who is touched withh 
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1 Too deeply was my Soul ſunk into a worldly | 
and carel, ef State, when the late Stroke came 
wpon me: Andah ! how fad had my Caſe been, 

had it taken me hence in that State! Ever- 

3 laſting Thanks to the Divine Patience, that it 
« tries me a little longer. I yet tremble to think 

| © of the great Danger which hung over me. 

Lonpd, 8 I magnify thy Grace, that thou 

hat ſnatch'd me from the Gates of Death, 

from the Gates, perhaps, of eternal Death, 

© which had elſe zoto been ſhut upon me.— I 

© will ever henceforward walk with greater Cau- 
rien Will never more fo fooliſhly let down my 

1 Watch; nor ſuffer myſelf to ſink into a en- 

_— fual and earthly Life ; nor put off the Thoughts 
of Death and Eternity... At fuch an Hur as 
| think not, I ſee, my LoRD may come. It 
| _ © ſhall therefore be my future daily Care, to 
© ſtand always wateful and prepared. — I charge 
| © thee, O my Soul, 7o take heed and beware, 
+ 3p © that thou be never overcharged with $ urfeiting 
© or Drunhkenneſs, or with the Cares of this Life; 
© Jeſt that Day come upon thee unawares : Keep 
© always a due Government and Poſſeſſion of 
elf; and a due Indifference to the preſent 5 
| „World; for thou knoweſt not what a 0 
% will bring forth,” But finally, 5 
323.̃. SUCH Srchneſſes are a ſent as a 
Chaſt Jement for ſome Sin: to admoniſh and cor- 
rect us for ſome particular Miſconduct with 
which we ſtand chargeable before Heaven, 
Of this kind David ſeems to have apprehended 
* is Diſtemper to have been, under which he com- : 
| pjoſed his xxxviii, xxxix, and li Pſalms: Where } 
. 1 ke thus humbles himſelf, and Pprays— Thine Ar- 4 
=: | rows | 7 
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rows flick faſi in me, thy Hand preſſeth me ſore. 
Ter, 4 in my Fleſh becauſe of — 
Anger; neither is there any Ręſi in my Bones, be- 
cauſe of my Sin. — When thou with Rebukes de: 
correct Man for Iniquity, thou makeſt his Beauty 
to conſume away like a Moth, — Lord be meraful 
unto me, heal my Soul, for I have ſinned againſt 
thee. So Elihu in the Book of Fob, xxxiii. 19. 


_ repreſents an offending Man corrected for his 


Error. He is chaſtened with Pain upon his Bed, 
and the Multitude of his Bones with ſtrong Pains, 
So that his Life abhorreth Meat, and his Soul 
dainty Meat. His Fleſh is conſumed away that 
it cannot be ſeen ; and his Bones which were not ſeen, 
flick out. Yea, his Soul draweth near unto the 
Grave, and his Life to the Deſtroyers. But if 
there be a Meſſenger with him, an Interpreter, to 
 fhew unto Man his Uprightneſs : 1. e. either Gop's 
Righteouſneſs in thus correcting him; or elſe 
the righteous and good Temper to which by Re- 
pentance he ought to, and doth, return; Then 
he is gracious to him, and ſaith, deliver Him 
from going down to the Pit. His Fleſb hall be 
freſher than a Child's ; he ſhall return to the Days 
of his Youth. He ſhall pray unto Gor, and he 
will be favourable unto him; and he ſhall ſee his 
Face with 2 He loketh upon Man, and if 
any ſay 1 have ſinned and perverted that which 
was right, and it profited me not. He will deliver 
his Soul from going into the Pit, and his Life ſhall 
yF7 -Þynon Tiney 1 
© In this: Manner alſo we find the Corinthian 


f . Chriſtians of old were rebuked for ſome groſs Ir- 


_ regularities, ſome were weak and ſickly amongſt 


— AM 2-714 OI. >.» 


122 
them; er” fame even ſlept o, were actually at- ” 
te n by Death. And theſe bodily Diſeaſes are 
culled by the Apoſtle Cha/tiſements and Judgments 
0 2 the Lord, ſent for their Spiritual or Moral 

e 


e . . 
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nefit, that they might repent, and give Glory 


45 God, -who hath Price over theſe Plagues, and [ 
not be finally and eternally. condemned. So 


when St. James adviſes, Is any fick among you. — 


let the Eltlers pray over him, and the Prayer. of 
Faith ſhall ſave the fick, and the 3 ſhall 
raiſe him up, and 1F HE HATH COMMITTED 
"INS, they ſball be FORGIVEN HiIMP: And 
-when the Apoſtle John in like manner ſays, If 

vny Man fee "bir Brother ſin a Sin which is nat 
amto Death, he ſhall aſk, and He, i. e. Gon, 
fall give him Life for them that fin not unis 


Death a: From theſe Paſſages it ſeems plain that 
Di ampere and Pains are often ſent upon the 
Body as a Correction for ſome wrong Behaviour — 


To this alſo may be added, That they are fre- 
quently the genuine, a the natural and 


proper Fruits of ſome Irregularity. For the 


greateſt Part of the Diſorders which aMict the 


human Body, if traced to their true Origin, 


would be found to owe their Birth to fome cri- 
nina. Indulgence either of the Appetites, or of 


the Paſſions, and not only to be the poſitive or 


appointed Puniſhments, but even |. he genuine &f- 
fect of SIN. 


IT becomes me thee ay impartially tt 
examine, whether this may not poſſibly have 


been the Cale: as to my late — it not | 


v. 16. N 
Es 


0 1 Cor, 5d. 30. Jan. v. 14, 15. 4 1 70 — 
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occaſion'd by ſome Irregularity or Miſconduct 
of my own ? Is there no ſinful or wrong Practice 
in which I allow myſelf ? No Command of Hea- 
ven in the Violation of which I knov myſelf to 


live? Search me, O Gop, and know my Heart 


* Try me and know my Thoughts : See if there be 
any evil May in me; reclaim me from ever 
Error; and lead me in the Path of Righteouſ- 
neſs and Truth, If theſe Strokes of thy Rod 
were level'd at any particular M:ſconduft of 
mine, to admoniſh and correct me for it, be 
pleaſed to open mine Eyes, and turn them to- 
wards it: Convince me of Sin: Shew me 
my Error: I renounce, from my Soul, every 
wicked Way ; and would immediately forſake 
it; and wherein I have done Evil, am reſolved, 
by thy Grace, I will do it no more. I humble 
myſelf beneath thy mighty and correcting 
Hand. I deſire meekly to kiſs the Rod, and 
to acknowledge thy Sentence juſt. Yea, bleſ= _ 
ſed be thy Name, thou haſt temper'd Mercy 
with te and that my abuſed, my for- 
f eeited Life is thus ſpared. Thou haſt not been 

© extreme to mark Iniquity againſt me, nor dealt 

© with me rigorouſly according to my Deſert. 

© Righteaus, O LoRD, art thou, and merciful, as 

s well as juſt, are *y Proceedings toward us. 

LO 
bo 
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Being made whole, Jet me take heed that 1 
wilfully fin no more, laſt a worſe Thing come 
© wo me." - | 1 e 


III. 


AxoTHER Thing which now alſo highly be- ; 
hoves me is—Carefully to call to mind, and to en- 
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deavour always to preſerve the ſame ſerious, and 
right Senſe of Things which I had on 1 SICK | 


ED. 
THEN, in whit a Light aid T for the Grans 


deurs, the Riches and Poſſeſſions of this World, 


which are wont fo deeply 10 engroſs Mens At. 


tention and Zeal ! What vain and empty Things 


did Dreſs, did Gold, did outward Pomp and Mag- 
r.ificence, which in time paſt, Gop knows, too 


much dazzled my weak Eyes, and captivated my 


_ fooliſh Heart; I hat vain and empty Things did 
they all en appear? Then I clearly faw the 


8 I iſdom of Religion the ineſtimable Value of 


| Piny and Virtue; of a Life ſpent in the Pear of 
Gov; of zConfclence bearing Witneſs to one's 
. Sincerity, and by Faith in the Blood of Jasus 
purged from all Guilt. Had the dirs been 
mine, how gladly would J have then given them 
for a rational Aſſurance of the Favour of Gor, _ 
and of the Forgiveneſs of my Sins? Remember, 
my Soul, how thou didft hen admire and applaud 
the Conduct of thoſe, who had given themſelves 
fncerely to the Practice of Virtue; who had re- 
ligioufly ſpent their Sabbaths ; who worſhipped 
Voß in their Families; who retired daily from 


the World, to maintain an Intercourſe with i- 


dine and inviſible Things by ſerious Meditation 

and Prayer in ſecret ; and who kept themſelves 
unſpotte by the Corruptions of the preſent 
State Te then ſaw to be the only wiſe and 
happy Perſons, With what Zarne/ine/s did 1 


then voi, that my Life had been thus ſpent ! 


With what Solemnity vow, that if GOD would 
now ſpare me, my Lie ſhould be thus re/1groufly. 


deveted to Him for the future! How heartily 
| did 


I would better improve my 
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did: reſolve, that I would never more take the 

undue Liberties I had before done That I would 
keep a ſtricter Guard upon my Appetites, upon 
my Paſſims, upon my Tongue, and upon all the 
Pavers both of my Body and my Mind--That 


Time— W ould more 


carefully ſpend my Sabbaths-—Would acquaint 
myjeif more with GOD and the Lruths of 
Religion — Would live more diſengaged from the 
preſent World, as expecting ſhortly to leave it ; 


aud more under the Power of the 1} orld to come, 
as one whoſe Treafure and Heart are in Heaven, 


and who continually expects to be called ub to 

that happy State, Remember, my Soul- Va: 
Sins at that Time lay heavieſt upon thy Con- 
icience ? M hat Parts of thy paſt Conduct gave. 
thee the greateſt Uncaſineſs or Remorſe? Was 
there any Adatter of IFrong or Injury done thy 


Neighbour, which then gave thee Concern? 
Be ſure thou Now immediately repair it Make 


the 6% Reſtitution of which thou art capable; 
that it may be aboliſhed and blotted out. Was 
there any Duty towards Gop, or thy Redeemer 
IEsus CHRIST; any Act of Divine Wor- 
ſhip for the Neglect of which thy Heart ſmote 


Thee? Preſently ſer about it; and fulfil thy So- 
lemn Purpoſe to live no longer in its Neglect.— 


In a word, whatever good Thing thou didſt then 


20h thou hadff done, or reſolved/t to do, if Gon 
would be pleaſed to ſpare thee, NOW do it with- 


out Delay, with Diligence, and all thy Might. 


| Behold! Gop has heard thy Vows; and given 
| thee further Space to work out thy Salvation; 
tale heed that thou perform what thou didſt ſo- 
Erin Promiſe; beware of being found falſe or 


B 2  treacheraus . 
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treacherous 10 thy Covenant, Remember, thy 


Times are yet in Gop's Hands: And if thou 
break the Condition upon which thou wert re- 
frored, it may juſtly be expected that another 

Sictneſs will ſoon be ſent—And that then no 


Prayers nor Vows from ſuch perfidious Lips will 


any more procure a Reprieve, or move the Di- 


de Regard. Better were it never to have vowed, 
than to Vow and not pei e 5 


6 
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1 BLESSED SAVIOUR, bows ever upon the 


Thought and Imaginations of my Heart, that 


* ſerious Senſe of Things my late Sickneſs im- 
preſs'd. Oh! that I could always view the 
Hor, the Riches, the Pomps, the Croſſes, 


and the Frowns of it, in the ſame J and true 


Light, in which I then beheld them! How — 


patient under Trouble; how contented with 


my Lot; how eaſy and chearful as to all tem- 
poral Events, ſhould I then paſs the few Days 
of my Pilgrimage in it! How wid of Offence 
beth towards GOD and towards Man ! How 
far would it lift my Soul above the Reach of 
that Love of Monty, that ſordid Eſteem and 
Defire of Earthly Things, which 75 the Root 


of a thouſand Evils, and which ſo horribly de- 


baſes and 4iturbs the Minds of Men ! Oh may 
the SPIRIT, even the Aly Ghei, into whoſe 


Name I have been baptized, and whom the 


faithful Word or Gop hath promiſed | 
to ſend, to bring Things to cur Remem-. 
brance, and to lead us into all Truth, may 
this SPIRIT of Grace and Truth ever r preſerve 


Me 22 v. 5. 


« upon 
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upon my Mind the worthy Sentiments of my 
Sic Bed; and aſſiſi me to perform the Vows IL. 
then made: { have fworn, and I will perform 
it, that I will keep thy righteous Judgments s. s 
So help me, O my Gov. Amen.“ 


. 


Havixc been thus graciouſly redeemed from 
the Power of the Grave, perhaps from the Hor- 

rors of cternal Darkneſs and Death, it now alſo 
behoves me with the deeps/? and mo/? grateful Re- 
ument to aſx I hat ſhall 1 RENDER 70 my 
ALMIGHTY DELIVERER ! 
IT uls great Faviur on Gop's Part, demands 
ſurely ſome anſwerable Return on mine. I hat 
Tiuyibute can I render, on this Occaſion, which 
he will be pleaſed 79 gccept? I will make my 
moſt thankful Acknowledgements for his Mercy 
principally in theſe bie Ways. 

1. By rendring my m7 hearty Praiſes and 
Thankſgivings to the Divine MAJESTY ; ac- 
E nowledging this great Bleſſing to have come to 
me from His HAND. To Him will 7 offer the 
Sacrifice of Praiſe continually, even the Fruit of 
my Lips, giving Thanks to his Name t. Awake 
h my Glory; and let all the Powers within me 
now devoutiy awake, to give Thanks to the 
AlL MIGHTY Guardian and Preſerver of my 
5 Frame! BIESSED be the LokD, my Life, 
& © and my Strength, the Lifter up of my Head, 
© my Saviour and my Help in the Day of my 
«* Diſtreſs. I was. brought loro, and hz helped 


: Pla cxix. 166. Hieb. vii. 15. . 
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me u. The-, in Wiſdom and _— ” 


chaten d me ſore, yet, praiſed be his Name, 
he hath nat delivered me over to Death*. I ſaid, 


in the cutting off of my Days, I ſhall goto thh _ ; 


Gates of the Grave : I am deprived of the Re- 


due of my Years y. But God my Almphty 


CATHER beheld my Affliction: My Cry came 
þ before him: He ſent, He delivered me from 
. horrible Pit, plz} hath enlarged my Steps : 
He girdeth me with Strength, and maketh my 
May perfect 2. Bleſs THE LoRD therefore, 
O my Soul, and all that is within me. bleſs his 
Holy Name. Bleſs THE Lokxp, O my Soul, 


and forget not all his Benefits : Who forgiveth 


all thine Iniquities: Mh healeth all thy Difſ- 
eaſes : Wha redeemeth thy Life from Deſtruc- 


tion: I ho filleth thy Mouth with good Things, 


fo that thy Youth is renewed like the Eagle's. 


The LoRD ts Plentecus in Mercy; He will nat 


altbays hide, neither keepeth his Anger for 


ever. He hath not dealt with me after my 


Fine But as the Heaven is high above the 
Earth, ſo great is his Mercy and Loving Kind- 

neſs towards us. Like as a Father pitieth his 

Children, fo the LorD pitieth them that fear 


him For he knoweth our Frame; he remembreth 
that we are but Duſt a. — Bleſs the LoRD, ye 
his ANGELS who excel in Strength, ye Miniſters 
of his, who are ſent forth at his Command to 


perform a thouſand compaſſionate and kind Þ| 
Offices for us, and who in his Diſpenſations to 


"ut Neu behold the —— I dom and Cod. 


, exvi. ” cxvili. 19. * Tha. xxxviii. 
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neſs of God. — Thus will 1 fing unto the 
'LorD as long as I live; I will ſing Praiſes 
unto my GOD, 20h I have any Being d: 
Every Day will 1 bleſs him, and will praiſe 
his Name for ever and ever e. Thy Vows are 
upon me, 0 GOD, TI will render Praiſes unto 
thee; for thou haſt delivered my Soul from 

Death d. Thou haſt turned my Heavineſs into 
Fey; haſt put off my Mourning, and girded 
me with Gladneſs, SALVATION therefore, 
and Glory and Honour, and Power unto the 
LORD owr GOD ©. Amen—Hallelujah'— 


AxD, foraſmuch as to the Interceſſions of IE- 


sus, our great Advocate in Heaven, we are, no 
doubt, highly indebted for ſuch Deliverances as 
theſe ; to Him alſo ſhould our devout and mo/? 


thankful Acknowledgements be particularly ad- 


dreſs'd. The great Maſter of the Vineyard had, 
perhaps, given out the Command, * Cut dawn 
that barren Tree; why cumbreth it the 
© Groundf ?—” And the awful Sentence had 


been immediately executed: I had now been num- 


| bred amongſt the Dead — But, my compaſſionate 


HICH-PRIESTH appeared for me, in the Court 


of Heaven, and interceded on my Behalf. — 
„ LoRD ſpare it yet a little longer, "till IJ fur- 


ther manure, and try to make it produce more 


ce and better Fruit.” Men we fin, we have 
an Advocate with the FAT HER, even JESUS 
CHRIST the righteous s: And the effeftual fer- 


E, iv. 33. © Pf. cxlv. 1, 2. 4 P/ Ivi. 


12, 13. Neu. xix. bf. Luke xiii. 7. 8.1: obs. 


vent 
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dent Prayer of this mol righteous Perſon doth, 


no queſtion, oftentimes ſave the Sick, and re- 


move the Calamities our Sins have N 


upon Wis: -- 


3 5 R „ 3 a „ „ W h . 6 3 9 
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© WorTHY . is the Lomb that was. 


c ſtain, and who now ever lives in the Preſence 
of Goyp to make interceſſion for us, moſt werihy 


to recerve Bleſſing and Honour, and Glory and 


Praiſe. I bow myſelf, as at thy Feet, com- 


Faſſionate and mighty SAVIOUR ; I worſhip and 


Praiſe thee with all the Powers of my Soul 
that thou wert not aſhan'd to call us BRE- 
 THREN ; that thou didſt take the Body which 


was prepared thee ; that thou didſt bear in it 
aur Sichneſſes, u and Pains; yea, that 
thou didſt humble thyſelf unto Death, and en- 


tred'ſt the darke/? MAT ions and Horrors of the 


Grave, that thou mighteſt reſcue us thence. 


Everlaſting Thanks be to Him ho loved us, 
and hath waſhed us from our Sins in his Blood : 
And who by his Szferings and Death hath b. 
tained Power to heal all manner of Diſeaſes, 
and even to raiſe the Dead. I adore the hind. 
INT ERCESSOR who look'd from Heaven with 


a pitying Eye upon me; who pleaded my 


Cauſe before the eternal Throne; and hath pro- 


cured me a Reprieve from the Sentence of 


Death—Unleſs the LoRD had been on my fide, 


then when Dangers and Diſtreſſes roſe up a- 


gain? me and compaſſed me around, they 


had ſwallnved me up quick; then the proud 
Haves had gone over my Soul: But, for eber 
bl:jed be his Name, who hath not given me a 
Prey into 0 Teeth ; ; the Snare 10 broken, and 


1 ain e ow” 5 
” Axp | 
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AnD as my bleſſed Saviour himſelf in the near 
Views of Death, when the Powers of Darkneſs 
were let looſe upon him, once felt great Horrors 


and Dejection of Spirit, infomuch that he ſtood 


in need of the Miniſtry of an Angel to firengthen 


and comfort him h; and as he is now become the 


HEAD of all the Angels and celeſtial Powers for 
the Benefit of his Church i, ſending them forth as 
muniftring Spirits, to miniſter to them who ſhall 


be Heirs of Salvation *; I have great Reaſon to 
believe that He ſent ſome of theſe kind Spirits to 


{ſtrengthen and ſupport me; to make my Bed in 


my Sickneſs; and to reſtrain the Powers 4 5 


Darkneſs that they were not ſuffered to aſſault 
me with greater Violence and Force. My 


Soul doth magnify the LoRD, therefore, and my 

© Spirit doth rejoice in CHRIST, my fympathizing 

© Saviour. He hath promiſed to be with us al. 
* ways, even to the End of the World; and in 


this Hour of my Diſtreſs He was graciouſly 


© preſent with me, Me have not an High-Prieſt 


© who cannot be touch'd with a Feeling of our In- 
© firmities, but ONE who once dwelt, yea, who 


Aa 


who was tried in all Paints like as we are, only 


K A A A 


blackeſt Horrors of Death mean.“ 


O the boundleſs Dimenſions, and Riches of the 


Love of GoD in Chriſt Feſus our Lord ! What 


Thanks can I render for this his infinite Grace? 


ele Kii. 43. | Eb. l. 22. „ 5. l. the 


once died, in a Body like to our own; ONE 


without Sin i; and who experimentally knows 
what Sickneſs, tormenting Pains, and the 


o 
— 
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I will not only here in ſecret pour out my Soul 


before him in the moſt joyful Adorations and 
Oblations of Praife, but [ will go into the Houſe 


„ Gop, and will there in the molt folemn _ 


Manner take the Cup of Salvation, and call upon 


his Name. I will pay my Vows to my ALMIGH= 
TY 1 in the Congregation of his Peo- 


ple m. I will there preſent myſelf as a living Mo- 


| nument of his Power and Grace: And as in the 


Time of my Diſtreſs I earneſtly deſired that 
public Prayers might be made for me; ſo now 
that (God has heard, and delivered me from it, 


in the midſi of his Church will fing Praiſes to 
the mos Hicn, * The Living g, O Lond, the 
Living, they ſhall praiſe thee as I do this Day n, 


+ and hope ever to do thro' every Day of my 


future Life. My Saul fhall make her Boaſt in 

© the LoRD, the Humble Hall hear thereof and 
be glad. O magnify the LoxpD with me, and 
let us exalt his Name together. JI ſought the 
Lonp and he heard me, a — delivered me from 


© all my Fears. This poor Man cried, and the 


+ Lord heard lin, and 9 bim aut of all lis | 


— Troubles 0. 


2. e extraordinary 3 or Aa of Boun- 


| ty to the Poor, is a Thank-Offering alſo highly 


proper to be render'd on this Occaſiun. My Alms 


| ſhall come up together with my Vers and my 
Praiſes before Gon: For theſe are an Odour of 
4 i Smell, a Sacrifice woell- Arg ng and ace 


= 27. 1. 1 * | 'n J. xxxviii, 19. e Plat. 


ceptable 
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ceptable in his ſbt v. Nor indeed can I expect 
that any Sacrifice of my Lips, any Praiſes or 
Acknowledgements which I make with my 
Tongue, will be regarded by 'Gop, if not ac- 
companied with a ſincere Gompaſfion to my Bre- 
thren in Diſtreſs. Ay Goodneſs, or Benevolence, 
cannot extend to Him, who is infinitely and un- 
_ changeably happy in himſelf ; but it may to his 
Children and Servants upon Earth; many of 
whom I ſee in great Suffering and Want, Now 
theſe he hath appointed to be his Deputres or Re- 
preſentatives to receive 'my. Thank-Offering and 
Benevolence in his ſtead; and has -expreſly aſ- 

ſured us, that whatever Kindneſs we ſhew to 
them, he will accept and reward as if done to Him- 
ſelf a. This Commandment have we from him, 
that he who profeſſes to love God, muſt love his 
Brother alſo. But whaſo hath. this World's Goods, 
and ſeeth his Brother have Need, and ſhutteth up his 

Bowels of Compaſſion from bim: Flow diwelleth the 
r 
I HAvFEH now richly experienced the great 
Mercy of GoD to me. I not only live, but 
have Life fweetned and enriched with a thouſand 
Comforts and Bleflings. Theſe Bleſſings therefore 
I will now endeavour to extend and diſperſe a- 
| broad amongſt thoſe who are in Want. The 
Sich and the Diſeaſed are peculiarly entitled to 
my compaſſionate Regard. Freely I have receru- 
ed, freely therefore J will give: And having ob- 
tain d Mercy from Gop; I will, as he moſt 


h Phil, iv. 18. 4 Mat. xxv. 40. r 1 Joh 


juſtly 
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jiuſtly and reaſonably expects, ſhrew Mercy to 
others — My fick Bed was ſoften'd with Re- 
freſhments and Supports of various Kinds: but 

how many may 1 ſee around me, grappling at 
the ſame Time, not with Sichneſs and grievous 
Pains only, but alſo with Poverty and pinching 

Fan ? Tender and ſympathizing Friends at- 
tended my Diſorders, and by a thouſand kind 


Offices ftweeten'd that bitter Cup: but Multi- 


tudes, perhaps, much worthier and better than 
myſelf, are now /angui/hing under ſore Diſeaſes, 


unpitied and unhelp'd,—have no Medicines to re- 


lieve; no Cordials to cheer them; not ſo much 
as proper Food to ſupport their ſinking Frame; 
either periſhing for want of ſome friendly Hand 
to ſuccour them; or living at beſt but a wretched 
and &ying Life, As Gop has put it in my Power 
to miniſter ſome Relief to them, I will xo] 
cheerfully, liberally, and heartily do it. 80 
 much—*—] will now immediately conſecrate 
and ſet apart as a Thank-Offering to Gop, to be 
laid out in Acts of Charity to the Sick and the 
Poor. FATHER of Merdes, GREAT PA- 
RENT of Mankind, be pleaſed to accept it, 
and direct me to proper Objecis on whom to 
lay it out. Of thine own, I give thee; I owe 
thee my ſelf, and all that I have. TI will ever 
henceforward behave with greater Tenderneſs | 


and Compaſſion to the Diſtreſſed, than I have 


ere let a certain Sum be laid aſide, according 
to the Perſon's Ability-and Faith, ET on 


hitherto done; will offer up my Prayers for 
them with truer Sympathy and Concern : Nor 
will I give them good Words and Wiſhes only, 


c ſaying 


"MM 4 
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| laying—* Depart in Peace, be warm'd, be filled— 
s but will deny myſelf ſome unneceſſary Gratifi- 
© cations and Expence, that I may be able to com- 
© municate the more freely to their Relief.'— 


Tno' I am Now raiſed from a fick Bed, I 
know I muſt very ſoon lie down upon it again, 
lie down to riſe no more till the Reſurrection of 
the Dead. And how pleaſant will the Review 


of ſuch Acts of Bounty and Mercy be, in my 


then fick and dying Hours ! Bleſſed is the Man 
who hath thus conſidered the Poor; the LoRD will 


deliver him in the Time of Trouble : the Lok 


will ſtrengthen him upon his Bed of Languiſping, 


and will make all his Bed in his Sickneſs. —Blefſed 


are the Merciful, for they Jhall obtain Mercy. 
By ſuch Alms and Deeds of Charity CHRIS © 


hath given me Grounds to hope / Hall make to 
myſelf Friends, which will avail me greatly in 


my laſt Moments; and who, when I am thruſt 


dodut of this World, wil receive me into everlaſting 
Habitations in the other. Finally, „ 


3. To the Enquiry—IVhat ſhall 1 render un- 


10 the L,orD? a proper Reply is] will render 
him My SELF. I will now make an humble 


and unfeigned Surrender of my Body, Soul and 
Spirit into his Hands. I will lay myſelf under 


the mt ſacred and inviolable Obligations to be 
henceforward the Lord's; To his Mercy 1 

owe it, that I am not now number d among ſi the 

Dead: The Life therefore he hath ſo graciouſly 
viedeem'd from Deſtruftion, J will in the moſt. 


ſolemn Manner poſſible conſecrate and devote to 


Lis Service and Fear. I will ſay with the grate- 


Luke xvi. 9. 
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fil Pſaln: it on the like Occaſion. © 7 will love 


© the Lord, becauſe he hath heard my Voice and 
< my Supplication 3 therefore Twill I call upon him 
© as long as I live. The Sorrows of Death com- 
< paſſed me, the Pains of the Grave got hold 


upon me; I found Trouble and Sorrow: Then 


© called JI upon the Name of the LoR D.  O Los, 


© I beſeech thee deliver my Soul, —Gracious was 


© the LORD, and righteous ; yea, our GoD was 


© merciful—Tha haſt delivered my Soul from 
'© Death, mine Eyes rem Tears, and my Feet 


from falli ng. 4 will therefore walk before the 


© Lord in the Land of the Living, O Lord, 


I am thy Servant, truly J am ty Servant, thou 3 
bs haſt loofed my Bonds e 


Tusk Vous, and this fl Dedication of 5 


MV SELF, which I here make in ecret, 1 will ; 
take the firſt Opportunity of Ratifying in public, 
and of making afreſh at the Table of the LoRx D. 


J will there enter my Name amongſt the Follow- 


ers of the Lamb : and declare before the World, 
before Angels and Men, my ſtedfaſt Reſolution 
Henceforward n more to live according to the Lufts : 


of the Fleſb, but according zo the Wil of Gop. 


£c Tay Lak conflrains me, bleſſed Arion 


of Men; for THEREFORE Thou did/t die, 
and riſe again, and revive, even that thou 
© mighteſt become, and be acknowledg'd, the 
Lord, and Proprietor both of the Dead and of | 
45 the Living Tam under infinite FE Oe 55 
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to live unto THEE. I confeſs that I am not my 
wn I rejoice that I am nat. I am moſt truly 
and juſtly thine, bought with thy Blood, and re- 
deem'd by thy Interceſſions from the deſerved 
Sentence of Death. Aſſert, MIGHTY PRINCE, 
thy Property and Claim in me. Subdue every 
Enemy which in any wiſe oppoſes thy Go- 
vernment in my Breaſt. Bring every Paſſion 
and Power of my Soul into willing and chearfut 
Subjection at thy Feet. Thro' THEE I now 
unfeignedly yield myſelf to Go: preſenting 
my Body a living Sacrifice to HIM, to whole 
Mercy alone I owe it, that all its Organs and 
Members are not now impriſon'd and mould- 
ring in the Grave. O may I obtain Grace 
ever henceforth to live as one who is dead in- 
* deed unto SIN, but alive unto GoD, through 
© Tesvs CHRIST our LORD Xx.“ + 


PR „ „ ‚ K ⁰ůs d wma mm²⁹ 06 ae 


AND as now, through the Divine Favour, I am 
velurning to the World, and going out again to 
_ act my Part upon the Stage of Life, I will endea- 
vour to return to it with this religious Senſe of 
Things deeply wrought into my Mind, I will 
Frequently look back upon, conſider and renew 
theſe my good Purpoſes : and hope I ſhall ever 
be the better for this Viſitation, and that it will 
appear by my future Conduct that very 
Faithfulneſs and Mercy Gor did thus alflict me. 
Before I was affiified I went aſtray, but now 1 
have learnt and will religiouſly keep his righteous 
Judgments— But theſe good Sentiments, I am a- 
ware, will ſoon vaniſh like the Morning Cloud, 


C2 if 
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if Goy by his good Spirit doth not continually 
aſſiſt me, What then ſhall I do to render them 
efficacious, permanent, and lafting ? J will lay it 
down as @ Rule, from which I will in no Caſe. 
depart, Every Day of my future Life to commend 
mnyſelf BY PRAYER to the Grace of GOD, and of 
_ our Saviour JESUS CHRIST. 
— THoven of myſelf 1 cannot maintain, nor 
bring into Execution, theſe my virtuous Reſolu 
tions; but ſhall ſoon fall before Temptations if 
left to my own Strength; yet through CHRIS 
ſtrengthening me, I can t do all Things. Tis of in- 
finite Concernment to me then, that I offer up 
my conflant and earneſt Prayers to Heaven. If I 
continue inflant in this Duty, and Ask Help from 
Go; I am aſſured I ſhall receive it. But if I 
fall into a Neglect or Diſuſe of daily Prayer, I 
| ſhall certainly ſoon fall by returning T emprations © 
hall fall back into a worldly and ſenſual Courſe 
of Life: ſhall forget the folemn Vows and Pur- 
poſes I have now made: and fo ſhall be like the 
Man, out of whom the unclean Spirit went for a 
Seaſon; but returning, found his old Habitaiion 
empty, ſibept, and garniſpbd, better fitted for his 
Reception: I hereupon he goes and takes with 
im ſeven other Spirits, more wicked than him- 
Self, and they enter in, and dwell there; and the 
laſt State of that Man is worſe than the ft, —I 
_ tremble to think if this ſhould prove to be my 
| Caſe. As the only Means to prevent it, is to 
make my daily Supplications to Heayen for 
2 3 I again reſolve, never to let any future 
Day paſs over my Head, without bumbly invoking 


1 Watt, xii. 44. Ge 
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the ETERNAL SOVEREIGN of the World, and 
en, myſelf to is Protection and Grace. „ 


Axp now, my Soul, having W this View 1 5 
of what thy ALMIGHTY RESTORER juſtly ex- 
pects from thee on thy RETURN to a new Life; 


18 not content thyſelf with this ingle View of 
: be adviſed often to review it. Once ever 
Week (every Lord's-Day if poſſible) at leaſt for 


ſome Time, read over and conſider theſe pious 
Sentiments and Reflections, that they may not 


4% ſoon wear 9 but may tale Root in thy 
Heart. And as I cannot better conclude theſe 


my Meditations, nor begin my new Life : I will 
now caſt myſelf down as before the Throne of 


Divine h and offer up my Soul in 


A Sol run Acre or Drvorion, 18 
0 R 


sgir-Drpiearlox 10 GOD. 


EVERLASTING GOD; he Ea 
of Life; ; who filleſt, ſupporteſt, and quickeneſt 
all Things: I bow myſelf, as in thy Preſence, 

and unfeignedly adore thee, as the Former of my 

Body, as the Father of my Spirit, and as the 
_ conſtant Preſerver and Benefactor of both. 1 


confeſs mylar to be under infinite and every poſ- 


ſible Obligation to love, and to ſerve Thee, with 
all the Powers of that excellent Nature thou haſt 
given me: but in innumerable Inſtances I have © 
oreatly abuſed, and thereby forfeited my Life. 
: { have f mned 8 Heaven, and 
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before thee ; and am 15 more worthy to live upon 
the Face of thy Earth, or to taſte the various 
Coodneſs which is here provided for thy Children. 
The noble Organs of my Body, and Powers of 


of Unrighteouſneſ to the Service of SIN; mot 
Jain therefore might T vow have been Janguiſh-. 
ing under Sacre ſs, rack'd by tormenting Pains, 
or cut down by the Hand of Death—But, a- 
dored be thy N ercy, thou haſt not rewarded ms 
according io my De Ea: + That thou ſtill wwaite/? 
o be gracious 3 and haſt lately interpoſed by thy 
kind and almiohiy Arm to remove my ſore Diſ- 
orders, and to reſcue me from the Grave Which 
was juſt ſwallowing me up. I drew near to the 
Shades of Death, and unleſs thy Goodneſs had pre- 


vented me, my Soul had now dwelt in Silence, 


my Soul, I have too often yielded as Inſtruments 


and gone down amemegſt the dead, For ever mag- 


nified be 7% Grace, which hath turned my 
Mourning into Foy; which ſaid unto me return ; = 
which permits me yet t9 live, yea, to lide ſur- 
rounded with Bleflings of ſuch various kinds. 
War Thanks can I render to thine INF1- 
NIE Majesty for this unſpeakable Favour ! 
J praiſe, I cxtol thee, with all my Spirit and 
Strength. I adore thee as my LIFE, and the 
Length F my Days, the Guardian, Preſerver, 


and Reſtorer of my Frame: and here, as with 


a proftrate, and moſt truly grateful Soul, I con- 
| fecrate and give MY SELF abſolutely to THEE. 
1 moſt ſolemnly avouch thee ALmiGHTY JE- 


HOVAH, (as in thine infinite Goodneſs thou haſt 


been pleaſed to permit me) for my Father, my 
Portion, my King, and my Gop. The Life 
Which Tnou Saveſt me, and haſt thus gra- 

8 ciouſly 
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diouſiy preſerv'd, T moſt unfeignedly devote to 


Thee to be regulated by thy Laws ; ſpent in 


thy Service ; and conducted in thy Fear, I re- 


nounce every Thing as my Happmeſs in com- 
pariſon of thy Favour: And to pleaſe and obey 


Thee, ſhall be the chief Ambition and Care, 


and the governing P. inciple of all my future 
Life. 


Al my Concerns, both of Body and Soul, : 
1 moſt gratefully reſign into thy wiſe and good 
Hands: rejoicing that thou wilt condeſcend to 


manage and direct them for me. I now promiſe, 
through thy Help, to be always contented, yea, 


will endeavour to be always thankful, however 
thou art pleaſed to deal either with ne, or with. 
mine being aſſured, that T Hou-knoweſt what 
715 good for me infinitely better than I can judge 
for myſelf. Behold O LoRD I am thine} thine” 


by the moſt ſacred and inviolable Ties; made by 


thy Power; maintain d by thy Bounty; guarded 
by thy Providence; rgored by thy Favour when 
going down into the Pit; 40 by the Blood of 
thy dear Son redeemed from the Power of eternal 
Darkneſs and Death Deal therefore with thy 


Servant as ſeemeth Good in thy ſight. What- 


ever Subſtance, Knowledge, Influence, Time, or 
any other Talent, I now do, or ever ſhall poſ- 
ſels, I moſt heartily devote it to thine Honour 
and Service. Thy Mill ſhall be the Rule, and 


thy Ghry the End of all my future Actions; 


and ſome part of every Day ſhall be employed in 
ſolemnly invoking and praiſing thy GLoR10us | 
NAuk. Chuſe, O Lord Gop moſt wiſe and 
moſt merciful, my Portion and my Lot for me: 
guide me * th Courſel through all the Mazes of 
ae: 
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the preſent World, and at laſt receive me to thy 


| Kingdim and Glory in the other. 


To THEE, likewiſe, Horx Jzsvs, | my 
moſt gracious Redeemer, the Son of Gon, and. 
Saviour of the World, I moſt unfeignedly de- 


vote MY SELF, and ALL that I hade. Worthy 


3s the Lamb that was ſlain to receive Bleſſing, and 
Honour, and Glory, and Power, and Wi zſdom, and 
Riches, and Strength, I was loſt, but Thou ſa- 
vedſt me: a Priſoner of Death, but Thou died}, 
that IJ might live. I am thine, for thou haſt 
loved me, and waſhd,me from my Sins, and re- 
deem'd me by thy Blood: I now therefore, from 
my Soul, abſolutely renounce whatever is incon- 
ſiſtent with thy Property and Claim in me: I ſin- 
cerely abjure the World and the Fleſh, as far as 
they in the leaſt oppoſe the Authority of CHRISTr; 
whom alone I now avouch as my Proprietor and 
King. I here bow myſelf before Thee, in token 
of the deepeſt and fincereft Subjection of my 
Body, Soul, and Spirit to thy Government and 
«.- "Gare. 1 bind myſelf as by a ſolemn Oath of Al- 
legiance; ſwearing to be faithful to my Divine 
MASTER even unto Death: that his Enemies, 
| ſhall be my Enemies; his Friends, nine; and 
that my whole Life ſhall be conducted en 7 


to the Pattern and Laws of his Goſpel. 


I BeLIEvE in Tree, Bleſſed Jesus, as 
THE CHRIsT of God ; as the only Saviour of 
the World; as the Light, the. Reſurrectian, 
and the Life of Men. I moſt humbly refign 


my Underſtanding, my Will, and every Paſſion 


and Power of my Nature to be ſanctified, con- 
troul'd, and directed by Thee. — Take a d; Areſſed | 
Soul into the Arms of thy Love, Who r 0 | 
"ee 
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| Thee alone for Salvation and Help: Write my 
Name in the Book of Life: Support me under 
all the Troubles; ſtrengthen me for all the 
Conflicts; carry me ſafe through all the Diffi- 


cCulties and Dangers of my preſent State; and at 


1 preſent me faultleſs before the Preſence f F 


- Gop with exceeding Triumph and Joy. 


Ap foraſmuch as by my own Strength TI am 
utterly unable to keep the Covenant I have now 
made, and to perform what I have promiſed, T 1 


here alſo moſt humbly dedicate myſelf to the 


HoL y and Ever-bleſſed SPIRIT ; my Body I moſt 
thankfully devote to be its Temple and every | 


| Power of my Soul I reſign to its Influence : may it 
{ deſcend and ever dwell in me; and fo entirely 
poſſeſs me, that every Appetite and Paſhon, eve- 


ry Thought and Imagination of my Heart may 


= be made perfectly conformable to the Image an 
Mill of Gop; and I may daily grow up into a 
 Mhetneſs for the Manſions of the Bleſſed above. 


AND now blefled be Gop who has inclined 


255 my Heart to enter into this Covenant; and bleſ- 
ſed be his Name, who, I truſt, will enable me 


faithfully to keep it. In an humble Dependance 
upon the promis'd Aids of his Spirit, through 
CkRIST my all- powerful and compaſſionate Re- 
deemer, I will now ſubſcribe. my Name to it, 
and call Heaven to witneſs to my EY 
therein, . 
On that the Covenant I now ratify on Ear th, - 
| may be ratified in Heaven] Affix, bleſſed SA 
vIOUR, who art the Mediator of the new Co- 
venant, thy Signet thereto; and now ſeal by 
"THE: SPIRIT both my Body and Soul to that 
> 0 
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everlaſting Redemption for which according to thy 


Promiſe we believingly Wait. Amen and Amen. 


Done this Day of 
in the Year 270: 


Pass AGES of Scripture proper to be read on 
this Occaſion are the xxlli. xxvli. xxx. xxxli. 


Ixvi. citi. and cxvi. Pſalms, And the xxXviil 


of Laiaß. 


7 N 7 5. 5 


BOOKS printed for C. Hunp kon, 


under the Royal- Exchange. 


"Hh A Survey of a Search ater Souls, 1 Vol. 


8Byvo. By Caleb Fleming. 45. 


II. Proteſtant Syſtem, containing Diſcourſes 


on the Principal Doctrines of Natural and Re- 


vealed Religion, compiled from the Works of 
above N Diſſenting * 2 Ole. 
8y0. 109. - 


III. A Journal of Eight Days 3 in- 
terſperſed with Miſcellaneous Reflections, Mo- 


ral "and Religious, in Sixty- four Letters ad. 
dreſſed to two Ladies of the Party; to which is 


added an Eſſay on Tea, and Thoughts on Pub- 


lick Love. By TIO N Eſq; 2 Vols. 


8vo. IO 5. 
IV. A New Call to the Unconverted. 1 To. 
. Some Aſſiſtance offered to parents with 


| Reſpect to the Religious Education of their 
Children. By B. Dawſon. 6d, 


VI. A Sermon preached on Occaſion of the 


General Faſt, 1 IE, I 3th of February, 1761. 
By B. Dawſon. 


VII. de on various and important 


Subjects. By the late Rev. Mr. Thomas New- 
man, 2 Vols. 8vo. 10s. 


VIII. An Eſſay on the Duty and Office of a 


Conſtable. By Saunders Welch, Eſq; Is 


IX. Rural Beauties, 1 Vol. 12mo. 35. 


